100        THE KABfR PANTH.

in connexion with the Muhammadan Math
a largely attended Mela is held on the last day
of Aghan (November}. In connexion with this
. Mela a sacred feast is held. The Mahant pro-
ceeds to the shrine, followed by the Diwan,
carry ing in both hands a large dish (Thambe)
containing Khichri (cooked rice mixed with ddl)
and by a BanddU carrying an earthenware
vessel (Rarwa) containing water and covered
over with a white cloth. Upon reaching the
shrine these vessels are placed upon the ground
and frankincense is burnt upon the tomb, in a
fire of cowdung.6 The Mahant repeats cer-
tain prayers in which all present take their part.7

At the conclusion of the prayers he takes
his seat upon the ground while the Diwan gives
to each of the worshippers a small portion of
the Khichri3.iid theBandMi pours from the spout
of the Kama a few drops of the water into the
palm of their hands. When all have received,
the Diwan and Bandali consume what is left.
More prayers are said, after which the Mahant
departs and the gathering breaks up.8

(6) These ashes are passed through fine muslin and
preserved in a brass lot6,

(7) The Kabir Panthia apply the term prayer to devo-
tional exercises which might be more accurately described as
meditations.

(8) It seemed be^t to describe tills feast here and so
complete the account relating to Maghar.  The religious
feasts of the Hindu Kabir Panthis, which are conducted with
considerably more ritual, arc described in Chapter VI.